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Throughout human history, sports and religions have continued to be closely interlinked since just like religion sports also convey very important lessons regarding values and culturally appropriate behaviour. Sports and religion observably use symbols as a means of communication despite the two existing in completely separate conceptual realms. In religion, symbols have been considered an indispensable medium. These symbols include; the cross, the star of David etc (Roberts & Yamane, 2015).  Historically, sports are argued to have developed part of religious festivals usually evoking passionate commitments similar to that of religious festivals. Similarly, sports have been found to present similar effects on spectators as that of religion. Even though sports and religion are categorized separately, there exists a striking similarity between the two. 
In the United States, sports form an essential component of society. The values attached to sports by Americans coincide with various aspects of society including politics and governance (Blazer, 2012). To fulfil their own desires, fans usually engage in certain pleasures such as fetishism, voyeurism, and narcissism. Throughout history, religion has been considered an important source o entertainment. Similarly, sports are considered natural religion and primitive polytheism where spectators and fans worship their sports heroes, paying allegiance to their teams. In this view, stadiums can be equated to cathedrals and other places of worship where religious gather to pray. In the chapter reading religion is considered an interdependent system by which a community of people are bonded by a set of beliefs and symbols sacralizing the meaning system besides a sense of belonging to the group (Roberts & Yamane, 2015). 


In the United States, successful sports athletes such as Mayweather and LeBron James are viewed as gods by their fans. In support of their teams, fans perform various rituals that include hand-clapping, chanting praises and carrying mascots. Arguably, such practices have been seen to be similar to singing a hymn in church. In the US, sports spectatorship has significantly soared against the backdrop of religious attendance (Scholes & Sassower, 2014). Sports have continued fans the reason to live through commitments and support to their starts just like religion helps the followers to transcend their everyday existence.  Based on the chapter reading, religion is described as a social phenomenon that involves a group of people with a shared faith or a shared system just like the shared membership to a particular sports club. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, based on the significant linkage between sports and region, I may be inclined to say that sports are slowly taking over religion. Fans and spectators have continued to be devoted more devoted to their sports clubs and stars performing more of sporty rituals just like they used to do in religious partitivities. People are observably more inscribed to sports an indication that they dearly cherish the membership and the meaning of their involvement with the clubs and sports heroes.  
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